








City of McAllen
Glass Pulverizer Dedication

City of McAllen Commissioner John Ingram, 

also President of the LRGVDC Board of Directors 

welcomed everyone to the City of McAllen’s Glass 

Pulverizer Dedication, Thursday, February 25, 2010.  

The Glass Pulverizer was made possible through a 

Solid Waste Implementation Project Grant from the 

LRGVDC and will be housed at the City of McAllen’s 

Recycling Center.  The City of McAllen will be 

partnering with the cities of Weslaco, San Juan, Pharr 

and Edinburg along with the business community to 

make this a successful project.  The Glass Pulverizer 

can process up to 3 tons of glass an hour and the City 

will divert over 6,000 tons of glass annually from the 

landfill.  All information on the 

Solid Waste Program is available 

on the lrgvdc web site at 

www.lrgvdc.org.

Glass Pulverizer & Sampling of Material. Janie Chapa, 
City of Edinburg Recycling Coordinator.

Commissioner John Ingram giving opening remarks at McAllen’s 
Glass Pulverizer Dedication, 02-25-2010.

LRGVDC STAFF Receives
Recognition for YEARS OF SERVICE

LRGVDC
Board of Directors

recognized staff 
for their years of service

and contributions
to the Region.

Front row l-r:  Denise Wylie, 5 yrs; Rosie Recio, 5 Yrs; Anali Pulido, 5 yrs; 
Viviana Moreno, 5 yrs; Cori Pacheco, 5 yrs.  

Back row l-r:  Jaime Garza, 10 yrs; Javier Hernandez, 5 yrs; Adalia 
Gonzalez, 5 yrs; Raul Madero, 5 yrs; Commissioner John Ingram, 

LRGVDC Board President.  Not pictured:  Andrew Canon, 5 yrs and 
Joanna Rodriguez 10 yrs.



Recently at the Homeland Security 
Conference, held in San Antonio, TX, 
LRGVDC Metropolitan Medical Response 
Systems (MMRS) staff attended a workshop 
to prepare for the 2010 Operation Lone Star 
Exercise.  Operation Lone Star is a joint 
public health effort of the Texas Department 
of State Health Service (DSHS), Health 
and Human Services Commission (HHSC), 

Texas Military Forces (TMF), County 
Health Departments, local service groups 
and volunteers from all over the State and 
some from out of state.  

Operation Lone Star provides basic 
medical and dental services to medically 
under-served areas of the Rio Grande Valley 
and at the same time provides training for 
local Emergency Management, Military, 
Texas Department of State Health Services, 
local health departments, and local 
organizations in Cameron, Hidalgo, Jim 
Hogg, Willacy, Starr and Zapata counties.  
DSHS has been designated as the lead 
agency to provide a coordinated response 
for the integrated management of health 
and medical services in the aftermath of a 
major/catastrophic disaster.

Last year Operation Lone Star delivered 
over $1.5 million dollars in services 
in the South Texas area at no cost to 

residents and non-residents alike.  Medical 
services offered will be immunizations, 
sports physicals, exams, blood pressure 
screenings, medical referrals, and limited 
pharmacy.  Dental services will include 
dental cleanings, restorative (fillings), 
extractions, and oral health education.  The 
immunizations that have been offered in the 
past included: Hepatitis B, Polio, Diphtheria, 
Measles/Mumps/Rubella (MMR), Tetanus, 
Pertussis, Haemophilus Influenzae Type B, 
Varicella, Meningococcal, Pneumococcal, 
Influenza, Hepatitis A.

Operation Lone Star (OLS) is scheduled 
to take place July 26-30, 2010. We invite 
our medical community to volunteer their 
services for this important event.  You may 
contact Nina Worley, Operations Planner 
at nina.worley@dshs.state.tx.us or Korie 
Brunes, MMRS Planner for the Lower Rio 
Grande Valley Development Council at 956-
682-3481 Ext. 177 or kbrunes@lrgvdc.org.

Operation Lone Star
Scheduled for July 2010

The 9-1-1 Department showed their 
Killer Bee spirit with Red E. Fox on hand to 
educate the attending audiences at a recent 
hockey match at the newly re-named State 

Farm Arena in Hidalgo.   Staff greeted a 
packed house on “Winter Texan Night” 
and quizzed adults and children on their 
knowledge of  9-1-1 emergency services 
and when to dial.  The crowd received 
pencils, sharpeners, pencil bags, whistles 
and other assorted goodies, as well as 
chocolate hockey pucks at this community 
outreach and education event.  For more 
information about 9-1-1 contact Sergio 
Castro, 9-1-1 Assistant Director (956) 682-
3481.

Also in attendance was the Homeland 
Security Department, educating and 
recruiting new members for our regions’ 
growing Community Emergency Response 
Teams (CERT).  The CERT program teaches 
our citizens to be disaster ready by offering 
an eight module course that teaches them 
basic first aid, CPR, search and rescue and 
fire suppression techniques, to name a few.  

The training is free through grant funding 
provided by the Citizen Corps. Program.  
We are always looking to expand our 
teams in the tri-county region which the 
LRGVDC serves.  If you are interested in 
gathering your neighbors, church members 
or co-workers together and creating your 
own disaster ready team, contact Manuel 
Cruz, Director of Homeland Security at 
(956) 682-3481. 

LRGVDC 911 and Homeland Security 
Departments reach out to Killer Bee Fans!

Korie Brunes, Red E. Fox (aka Sergio Castro), Samantha 
Gonzalez and Jessica Reyna, stand ready to recruit and 
educate our citizens at the Killer Bees Hockey match. 

Red E. Fox assists the Killer Bee with firing shirts into 
the packed house at the hockey match.




